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The Characteristics of Islamic Art
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Abstract

Art is a fundamental aspect of human experience, providing ways to understand the world.
Islamic art plays an important cultural role within Islamic civilization, evident through the
grand architectural works of mosques, palaces, tombs, and public spaces that shaped
communities across empires. While architectural styles often drew from shared techniques,
each building also exhibited unique characteristics. Distinct features can be seen across all
Islamic regions. As gathering places for Muslims, mosques helped unite the Islamic world
through Friday prayer and facilitated important social functions like issuing legal rulings,
tax collection, and military organization. This research aims to describe and analyze the
distinctive qualities of Islamic art over time, employing analytical, descriptive, and library-
based methodologies. The results outline and identify key historical artistic traits that define
Islamic art's special character.

Keywords: Islam; Music; Islamic Art; Mosques; Altars; Minarets; Calligraphy
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