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Improving the Quality of Higher Education: Autonomy of State-Owned Universities
Professor Mohammad Shafi Sharifi

Abstract

In the last four decades, economic and technological developments in the world arena along with
some political and security events broadly brought together the significant benefits and importance
and autonomy of universities. In this study, using the experiences of other countries, the issue of
autonomy in the state governed universities of Afghanistan has been studied in order to receive the
views of professors. The research is based on a descriptive survey. The statistical sample size
consists of professors from the top eight governmental universities. The researcher shared the online
survey link with them for data collection. Data were analyzed using SPSS software. The results
show that most of professors agree with slight differences on the independence of public
universities in terms of financial, academic, institutional and employment. Thus, an open-ended
question was included in the survey form, the analysis of which shows that the universities'
autonomy improves the quality of teaching, the universities' competitiveness, and the improvement
of scientific research.

Keywords: University Autonomy; Financial Autonomy; Academic Autonomy; Staffing Autonomy;
institutional autonomy
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Correlations
Tfinancial Tacademic Temployee Tinstituional

) ) Pearson Correlation 1 132 .225* .184
Tfinancial Sig. (2-tailed) 190 025 067
N 100 100 100 100
Pearson Correlation 132 1 .643** 740**
Tacademic  sjg. (2-tailed) 190 .000 .000
N 100 100 100 100
Pearson Correlation .225* .643** 1 .683**
Temployee Sig. (2-tailed) .025 .000 .000
N 100 100 100 100
o Pearson Correlation 184 740%* .683** 1
Tinstituional  gjg (2-tailed) 067 .000 .000
N 100 100 100 100

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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