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Feminization of Verbs in Arabic and Pashto Languages:
A Comparative Grammatical Study

Abdul Hanan Esmat

Arabic Department, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literature, Kabul University, Kabul,
Afghanistan
Email: h.esmat52@yahoo.com

Abstract

Every language follows its own grammatical rules; however, similarities can also be
found among them. Arabic and Pashto differ significantly in the placement of
grammatical components. In Pashto, the subject always precedes the predicate, whereas
in Arabic, the subject follows the predicate in verbal sentences and precedes it in nominal
sentences. In Arabic, when the subject is feminine, the verb must also be feminized, either
obligatorily or optionally. Feminine markers in Arabic include the static "ta" at the end
of past tense verbs and the dynamic "ta" at the beginning of present tense verbs. Similarly,
in Pashto, verbs are feminized when the subject is feminine. However, unlike Arabic, in
Pashto, transitive verbs in the past tense follow the object in terms of gender and other
grammatical aspects. Feminine markers in Pashto verbs include (s .41 ) at the end of
the verb.
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